Approved For Release 2002/01/02 : CIA-RDP75B00380R000500340012-1

THE WASHINGTON POST

.

President Nixon - proposed
yesterday the consolidation of
all :fe_deral narcotics “enforce-
ment activity into .a single
agency to do battle with “a re-
sourceful, elusive, worldwide

enemy.”

In a special message to Co-
ress, the Presidént said that
‘“very encouraging” progress
has been made against drug:
traffickers but that “the resili-
ence'of the international drug
trade remains grimly impres-
stve.” ~ :
~ Despite a sevenfold increrase:
in funds in five years to stop
:.he traffic, “only a small frac-;
ion” of heroin and eocdiiia en.
ering the country -is- inter.|
:epted, the President said." °
The proposed reorganization
- - WTIVRY . o .
will go into effect unless ve-
toed by Congress :Within 60
days. ~The President desig-
nated Myles J.. Ambrose, a
special assistant attorney gen-
eral in charge of drug abuse
law enforcement, to direct the
agency “during its formative
period.” ’ '

There were unconfirmed re-
ports that, John Bartels, Am.
brose’s deputy and “a former
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New York prosecutor, may be '

named'permanent head of the
agency within a few months..
In sending the - regrganiza-
tion plan to ‘Congress, -the
President rejected a_recom-
mendation of . the .. National
Commission on Marijuana and

Dtug Ahuse that all drug pro-
grams—law enforcement, edu:
cation, research and treatment
-—bé placed in an independent
agency. Only the law enforce-,
ment activities will be consoli-
dated under the Presidents’
plan. ’
* On Capitol Hill, Sen. Abra:
ham A. Ribicoff (D-Conn.) en-
dorsed the President’s plan.
Ribicoff said it represents
“a sorely needed response to
the overlapping jurisdictions,
competing interests and break-
down - in,
which have plagued our drug
law enforcement- efforts and
have allowed many major traf-

.fickers. to prove themselves |’

better organized than the fed-
.eral agencies pursuing them.”
“HRivalry - between

enforcement activities,  Ribi-

coff said in-astatement.

Under, the President’s plan, ||
a Drug Enforcement Adminis-|'

communications |’

; “feuding|:
agencies has undermined drug|’

tion 'will be established inf

_{%Ht' Dl'ug Aéency Pr()posed

B i
the Justice Department en-
compassing the Bureau of Nar-
cotics and Dangerous Drugs,
the Office for Drug Abuse
Law Enforcement and the Of-
fice of National Narcotics In-
telligence. ;

Some 500 drug law enforce-
ment officers from the Cus-
toms Bureau would be trans-
ferred to the new agency.

Immigration and naturaliza-
tion . responsibilities ~ and

agents at U.S. ports of eniry
would be transferred from the
Justice Department to the

M
cold-blooded underworld net-
works that funnel narcotics
from suppliers. all over  the
iworld into the veins of Ameri-!
can drug victims are no res-|
pecters of the bureaucratic di-
viding lines that .now compli-
cate our anti-drug efforts.”

The President first outlined
his plans to consolidate - the
law enforcement actlvities in a
radio speech March 10 and in!

a crime message to Congrejss
March 14.

-that would restore mandatory
minimum prison sentences for
convicted drug traffickers and

magistrate that he will not be
dangerous if released.
The.Los Angeles Times re-
ported yesterday that Dr. Je-
rome H. Jaffe sent a memo on
March 9 to presidential aide
John D. Ehrlichman ‘warning
that the administration bill
would be counter-productive
and could “subject the admin-
istration to criticism for at-
tempting a dangerous and ir-
responsible experiment.”
Jaffe supervises the admin-
istration’s ~educational and
treatment program for drug
addicts. He told .Ehrlichman
that the proposed . bill was
based on two “false” premises:
“That federal judges cannot
be trusted with sentencing dis-
cretion and that mandating in-

He called for a narcotics law’

prohibit: bail in heroin caSes)
unless the accused satisfies a’

DATE cﬁ? MAK. (%

./

creased severity of already se-|
rious punishment will some- |
how increase the real deter-
rent to crime, which under
these circumstances is the cer-
tainty of punishment.” |
_ Acknowledging that he had|
{written the memo, Jaffe said
yesterday that he fully sup-
ports the President’s bill. |

He said he had had many

S -
‘opportunities to comment on
draft legislation .and that his
comments had-been well re-
ceived. 4

In the memo, Jaffe a'rgued
that life imprisonment with no
‘possibility of par'ole wnuld_ in-
crease the incentive “for high-
“level traffickers to murder
suspected informers, withesses
|and arresting officers.”
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